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(54) SOFTWARE TRIAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To set the experience evaluation of a software product to 
be precise and to use an environment and data, which are 
accompanied by a trial even after they are formally introduced on a 
software trial management system. 

CONSTITUTION: When the trial of a free sample is started, it is 
always checked whether the trial period is expired or not (step 104). 
When the trial period is expired, prescribed function limitation is 
executed and the free sample is set to be impossible for practical use 
(step 112). When a user executes a countermeasure for releasing 
function limitation, all function limitations are released and continuous 
use on the software product is made possible (step 122). Thus, the 
user precisely experience-evaluates the function, the performance 
and the operability of the software product, formally introduces the 
software product and he can continuously use it as it is. 
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A. Relevance of the Above-identified Document 

This document has relevance to all Claims of the 
present application . 

B . Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 
[CLAIM 1] A software trial management system, 
comprising : 

a trial period determination section for 
determining a duration of trial use of a software 
product by "a user when every ..functdon of the software 
product is tried out free of charge for evaluation 
based on experience before formally adopting the 
software product for pay; and 

a function control section for giving a 
predetermined function limit to the software program 
when said trial period determination section detects 
expiration of a trial period of the software product. 

[0020] In Figure 3, first, a sample product provided to 
a user by a provider is installed in an information 
processing device 21 (step 100) . Here, information 
indicative of the installation date and time (trial 
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starting time) is stored in trial elapsed time data 36. 
Once the user starts trial use of the sample product, a 
trial use time determination section (trial period 
determination section) 32 determines trial use time via 
a process control section 31, and the time thus 
determined is added as the elapsed time to the trial 
use elapsed time data 3 6 (step 102) . During the time 
prior to the expiration of a trial period (step 104 = 
No) , functions are not limited, and therefore every 
function can be experienced for trial (step 106) . When 
the trial period determination section detects that 
predetermined time has elapsed since the start of the 
trial, then - a "^triiaCl 1 - i&if brmatdon notifying section 33 is 
activated, so that a message indicative of a status at 
that point is retrieved from message data 37 based on a 
determination result given from the trial period 
determination section 32, and the message thus 
retrieved is displayed in a display 22 (step 108) . An 
example of the message here is as follows: "It is the 
end of the third day of trial use. You have 4 more 
days left for the trial use." By referring to the 
message, the user can accurately grasp the status of 
trial use of the sample product which he/she is using 
at that time. 

[0021] Thereafter, the trial use progresses, and the 
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predetermined trial period expires (step 104 = Yes) . 
Then, a function control section 34 limits functions of 
the sample product, thereby setting a function limit 
flag data 38 (step 112) . At the same time, the trial 
information notifying section 33 notifies the user of a 
next step to be taken (step 114) . In the case where 
the user failed to carry out the next step (step 116 = 
No) , then the sample product remains functionally 
limited, so that it becomes completely unusable 
depending on a case, and any attempts to reinstall the 
sample product are to be refused according to product 
judgment f lag^dafca* .3 9 % '(step "lis) . 'in that case, if the 
user makes a formal contract with the provider for a 
license to use a software product, and obtains a 
password for example, then inputting the password via a 
keyboard 24 causes the function control section 34 to 
reset the function limit flag data 38, thereby 
cancelling the function limits (step 120) . 
Concurrently, a product use notifying section 35 sets 
product judgment flag data 39 while the display 22 
shows a message indicative of the start of use of the 
software product, thereby starting the full use of the 
software product thereafter (step 122) . 
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